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AP Chemistry 2012-2013
Kavita Gupta, Elizabeth McCracken
Contact INfo: 
kavita_gupta@fuhsd.org  (email preferred) or 408-366-7600, ext. 8844 (voicemail)



elizabeth_mccracken@fuhsd.org (email preferred) or (408) 366-7600, ext 8862(voicemail)
http://web.fuhsd.org/kavita_gupta
Text: CHEMISTRY, 7th Edition, by Brown, LeMay & Bursten (ISBN # 0135334802, new $106)

SUPPLEMENTAL TEXT:  MULTIPLE-CHOICE AND FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS IN PREPARATION FOR THE AP CHEMISTRY EXAM, 5th Edition, by Demmin and Hostage (new $35)
OFFICE HOURS: Room D206: weekdays at brunch/lunch- Mrs. Gupta; Room D 205: weekdays at brunch/lunch-Mrs. McCracken
To meet with the teacher at a time other than office hours or Tutorial, please make an appointment.

Course Rationale:

AP Chemistry is a first year college chemistry course offered in high school. This course has three goals:

Master Content: Get an in-depth understanding of first year college level chemistry concepts. 

Build Skills: Emphasize critical-thinking, problem-solving, research and inquiry. During the course of the year, students will gain these important life-long skills, through effective effort.

Connecting Chemistry to Real-Life: Gain a strong understanding of how Chemistry is used in real life.

Our vision is to create a supportive learning environment for our students so that they have a rewarding and successful experience in AP Chemistry. To support this community of learners, we have a well-maintained website, podcasts, review sheets, practice tests/quizzes and a Facebook group for students. Our hope is that the students will work collaboratively towards everyone’s success.
In addition, students will be well-prepared for the AP Chemistry Exam that occurs at 8:00 am, Monday, May 06, 2013.
Grading Policy:

Grades will be weighted according to the percentages recorded in the coursework section below.  Grades are frequently updated and posted on schoolloop.  The grades will accumulate throughout each semester.

Grades shall be calculated according to the following scale:

A ≥ 89.5%
B: 89.49 – 79.5% 
C: 79.49 – 69.5%

D: 69.49 – 59.5%
F < 59.5%

Students should keep all of their graded assignments!  If there is an error in the teacher’s records, it is the responsibility of the student to produce the returned paper to correct the recorded grade.  This must be done in a timely manner after the return of the assignment; any errors not corrected within two weeks of the end of the grading period will not be corrected.

Extra Credit:  May be offered from time to time at the discretion of the teachers, although rarely.  

Materials Needed EVERYDAY:

Pen or pencil, red correcting pen, notebook paper, scientific calculator, student planner, composition notebook, and 3-ring binder dedicated to AP Chemistry. 

WEBSITE:
The class website is designed to help students and parents stay up-to-date with class organization, assignments, and other notable AP Chemistry events.  Please visit the website daily.
COURSEWORK:

Except when an excused absence has occurred, all assignments turned in one day late will receive a 50% point deduction; assignments will not be accepted more than one day late for credit if the absence is unexcused. Late assignments are accepted only until such time the graded assignment is returned.
· Good penmanship is also important for success on the AP Exam.  (If the AP Exam graders are unable to read it, they cannot give you credit, and neither will I!)  Neatness will be emphasized on written assignments and lack of neatness may result in reduction of a student’s score.
Labs: 25%

Labs will occur approximately once per week and are designed to reinforce previous topics or explore upcoming topics.  Lab reports will be completed in a variety of ways; formal lab reports will follow the established Lab Report Format and will be recorded in an individual special lab notebook. Formal labs are graded based upon Lab Grading Rubric. Informal lab reports will follow some of the established Lab Report Format. 
The lab notebook should be one that is bound (pages cannot be torn out), and does not contain carbon paper; it is usually sold as a “composition book”.  These lab notebooks can be purchased at office supply stores like Staples, Office Max, etc., and cost about $1.  Plan on saving your lab notebook since some colleges may want to see the labs that you have done before giving credit for the course.
Homework & Other Assignments: 15%

Problem Sets (usually from the textbook) will typically be assigned prior to the class discussion of each chapter and usually be reviewed before a quiz or exam will be given on the chapter/unit.
Quizzes & Exams: 40%

At the end of a chapter or unit a quiz or exam will be given (in-class and/or take home).  In-class exams will be individual; take-home exams will be scored individually, but may be discussed in your workgroups.

Semester Exams: 20%

Each semester will culminate with a cumulative semester exam.  The spring semester exam shall serve as a full-year cumulative final and will be scheduled near the end of April, prior to the date of the national AP Exam.
RETAKES: Retakes are given because we value building a strong foundation and believe that all students can learn, if given another chance and support.
· Retakes on unit exams (not quizzes or semester finals) will be offered once to those students who scored lower by 20% (or more) on a unit exam as compared to their quiz/test category average on that particular exam. The retake exam score will be capped at quiz/test category average. 

· For students coming from regular chemistry, retakes are available on all unit A quizzes/exams in November. These retake quizzes/exams will be capped at quiz/test category average. 
WorkGroups:

In college, establishing and utilizing workgroups are necessary for survival. We encourage you to establish a workgroup of your own; groups of 4 or fewer people are recommended. You may use these groups for discussions of homework assignments, lab reports, and take-home exams. Although collaboration is highly valued, it is expected that students will follow the academic code of conduct at all times.
Science Department Academic Code of Conduct
The staff of Monta Vista High School expects the highest standards of honesty and fairness from all students. In order to promote these ideals of education and to protect everyone's right to a fair and meaningful evaluation, the science department strictly adheres to the Monta Vista Academic Code of Conduct and the FUHSD Academic Honesty Policy.

First Violation: If in a teacher's judgment a student has either given or received inappropriate assistance on a graded activity, the student will receive a zero or "F" grade on that assignment, and a letter documenting the Academic Code violation in her/his permanent school file. The student's parent(s) will receive written notification of such action.  Additional consequences (detailed in the FUHSD Academic Honesty Policy) may also be applied.
Second Violation: In addition to First Offense consequences, the student may receive an "F" grade for the six-week grading period, may be dropped from the course with an “F” grade and may be suspended from school. The action will be documented in the student's permanent school file. The student's parent(s) will receive written notification of such action.  


Third/Continuing Violations:  Please refer to the FUHSD Academic Honesty Policy.

Examples of inappropriate assistance:
· Dishonesty on an examination or assignment
· Contributing to the dishonesty of a fellow student
· Falsifying grade records or falsifying lab data

· Changing any graded work to receive undeserved credit
· Using falsified or deliberately inaccurate bibliography sources
· Using the ideas of another person without giving her/him credit (footnotes, bibliography)
· Paraphrasing any print or electronic source, including the Internet, without proper citation

· Copying phrases, sentences, or paragraphs from another source without proper documentation 
· Copying another student's homework or other work
· Having someone else write part of or an entire assignment

It is assumed that after taking any science quiz/exam, a student will not pass on to any person any information about the quiz/exam that might aid others in improving their scores. It is assumed that students will not discuss the nature or content of the questions, nor will they provide others with "tips" on what areas to study or review. Failure to abide by these standards will be viewed as a violation of the Academic Code of Conduct.
Safety:

Safe behavior is the only acceptable behavior in AP Chemistry.  Disrespectful, unsafe, or otherwise unacceptable actions will result in detention, suspension or dismissal from class.  These will be discussed more in the Lab Safety Rules.

DONATIONS:

If a parent or company would like to make a donation of any sort (monetary, paper towels, lab equipment, etc.) to help improve the quality of the students’ classroom experience, please contact your student's teacher to determine what is needed, and what would be the best way to meet that need.
Please complete and return this page, signifying that the undersigned have read and understood the information presented in the Green Sheet and the Lab Safety Rules for the AP Chemistry class.

___________________________________________​​​  ______________________
___ / ___ / ___

Printed name of STUDENt                                              
         SIGNATURE 
                   DATE              
___________________________________________​​​  ______________________
___ / ___ / ___

Printed name of PARENT/GUARDIAN                                               SIGNATURE 
                    DATE              
� You should use MLA Format for all references in Science classes.
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