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Teacher: Ms. Kavita Gupta

Contact Information: email (preferred); kavita_gupta@fuhsd.org   


        Phone: 408-366-7600 ext. 8844 (voicemail)

Class Website: www.mvhs-fuhsd.org/kavita_gupta

Text: Chemistry, 7th Edition, by Brown, LeMay & Bursten (ISBN # 0135334802, new $106)

Office Hours: Mrs. Gupta D 206: M-Th brunch/lunch

 Extra Help: Extra study session offered on Mondays 3-4 pm in D 206 for Chemistry/Physics students. One-on-one meetings available on Wednesdays after school (sign up required). See Mrs. Gupta for details.
Course Summary:

· Course Rationale: AP Chemistry is a first year college- level General Chemistry course offered in high school. The goal of this course is to help students master the content at college level, to develop life-long learning skills and to prepare students for the AP Chemistry exam.
· Course Design: This course uses a blended model of teaching/learning. In this model, students are supported in their learning through a well designed website, Facebook group and inquiry labs. Students learn from the teacher- generated podcasts at home and use the class time for problem solving to build a deeper understanding of the content. These podcasts are available on the class website. This course is designed to build valuable skills (such as critical thinking, writing and problem solving) and to master the rigorous content through inquiry.
· Vision: My vision is to create life long learners, who work collaboratively to gain valuable skills, master the content and see the application of chemistry in life. 
Teaching Philosophy:  My teaching philosophy is rooted in the Growth Mindset with the belief that all students can learn. Many classroom practices such as creating an encouraging and positive classroom environment, having a student-centered approach to teaching and learning, giving retakes on the tests and supporting student learning-- in-class and online-- reflect this belief. 
We believe the teacher and the students have a shared responsibility for a successful experience in AP Chemistry. The student is responsible for taking the ownership of his/her learning by managing time, visiting the website every day, watching and learning from the podcasts and being actively involved in the group work-- whether it is in- class discussion or labs. The teacher responsibility is to ensure success with individualized support and to hold high expectations for all students. 

Grading Policy:  Grades will be weighted according to the percentages recorded in the coursework section below.  Grades are frequently updated and posted on school loop.  The grades will accumulate throughout each semester. Grades shall be calculated according to the following scale:
A ≥ 89.5%
B: 89.49 – 79.5% 
C: 79.49 – 69.5%

D: 69.49 – 59.5%
          F < 59.5%

· Students should keep all of their graded assignments. In case of a grading error, I would like to see the original assignment.
Materials: Pen or pencil, red correcting pen, notebook paper, scientific or programmable calculator, composition notebook, and 3-ring binder 
Course work: Late assignments are accepted for half credit for the excused absence till that graded assignment is returned to the students.

· Labs: (25%): Labs will occur approximately once per week and are designed to reinforce previous topics or explore upcoming topics.  Lab reports will be completed in a variety of ways; formal lab reports will follow the established Lab Report Format and will be recorded in the lab notebook. Formal labs are graded based upon Lab Grading Rubric. Informal lab reports will follow some of the established Lab Report Format. 
The lab notebook should be bound (pages cannot be torn out), and does not contain carbon paper. It is usually sold as a “composition book”.  These lab notebooks can be purchased at office supply stores like Staples, Office Max, etc., and cost about $1.  Plan on saving your lab notebook since some colleges may want to see the labs that you have done before giving credit for the course.

· Homework & Other Assignments (15%): To have a successful experience in class, students should take good notes, do problem sets and watch podcasts. Homework is not collected for points. However, homework points are earned from In-Class, open notes, short h/w quizzes and performance-based assessments.
· Quizzes & Exams (40%): Quizzes are given at the end of 2-3 chapters and exams are given at the end of each unit.  

· Semester Exams (20%): Each semester will culminate with a cumulative semester exam.  The spring semester exam shall serve as a full-year cumulative final and will be scheduled near the end of April, prior to the date of the national AP Exam.
Retakes: Retakes are given on the tests because of the belief that all students can learn with encouragement and support. Students are required to bring all the work that they did to learn the material (notes, practice problems, practice exams etc.) before they can retake the exam.
· Retakes on unit exams A, B and C (not quizzes or semester finals) are available to all students (Chem, Phy or Chem H.). The retakes will be offered on a scheduled day in November to those students who scored 20 % lower on one unit exam as compared to their quiz/test category average at the time of that particular exam. The retake exam score will be capped at quiz/test category average. 

· For students coming from regular chemistry or Physics (not Chem H.), retakes are available on unit A quizzes and exams on a scheduled day in November. This is to give Physics and Chemistry students time to learn the material that Chemistry Honors students already know.
Workgroups: Since the course is heavily designed around collaboration and working together, it is advised that you establish a workgroup of your own as soon as possible. Groups of 4 or fewer people are recommended. Students are expected to follow the academic code of conduct while collaborating.
Science Department Academic Code of Conduct: The staff of Monta Vista High School expects the highest standards of honesty and fairness from all students. In order to promote these ideals of education and to protect everyone's right to a fair and meaningful evaluation, the science department strictly adheres to the Monta Vista Academic Code of Conduct and the FUHSD Academic Honesty Policy.

· First Violation: If in a teacher's judgment a student has either given or received inappropriate assistance on a graded activity, the student will receive a zero or "F" grade on that assignment, and a letter documenting the Academic Code violation in her/his permanent school file. The student's parent(s) will receive written notification of such action.  Additional consequences (detailed in the FUHSD Academic Honesty Policy) may also be applied.
· Second Violation: In addition to First Offense consequences, the student may receive an "F" grade for the six-week grading period, may be dropped from the course with an “F” grade and may be suspended from school. The action will be documented in the student's permanent school file. The student's parent(s) will receive written notification of such action.  

· Third/Continuing Violations:  Please refer to the FUHSD Academic Honesty Policy.
· Examples of inappropriate assistance:
· Dishonesty on an examination or assignment
· Contributing to the dishonesty of a fellow student
· Falsifying grade records or falsifying lab data

· Changing any graded work to receive undeserved credit
· Using falsified or deliberately inaccurate bibliography sources
· Using the ideas of another person without giving her/him credit (footnotes, bibliography)
· Paraphrasing any print or electronic source, including the Internet, without proper citation

· Copying phrases, sentences, or paragraphs from another source without proper documentation 
· Copying another student's homework or other work
· Having someone else write part of or an entire assignment

· It is assumed that after taking any science quiz/exam, a student will not pass on to any person any information about the quiz/exam that might aid others in improving their scores. It is assumed that students will not discuss the nature or content of the questions, nor will they provide others with "tips" on what areas to study or review. Failure to abide by these standards will be viewed as a violation of the Academic Code of Conduct.

Safety: Safe behavior is the only acceptable behavior in AP Chemistry. Disrespectful, unsafe, or otherwise unacceptable actions will result in detention, suspension or dismissal from class.  These will be discussed in detail under the Lab Safety Rules.

Donations: Donations are appreciated. If a parent or company would like to make a donation of any sort (monetary, paper towels, lab equipment, etc.) to help improve the quality of the students’ classroom experience, please contact your student's teacher to determine what is needed, and what would be the best way to meet that need. 
Please complete and return this page, signifying that the undersigned have read and understood the information presented in the Green Sheet and the Lab Safety Rules for the AP Chemistry class.

___________________________________________​​​  ______________________
___ / ___ / ___
           Printed Name of the Student



Signature

        Date                                            
    
___________________________________________​​​  ______________________
___ / ___ / ___

            Printed Name of the Parent


               Signature

        Date
� Use of APA Format is expected for all references in Science classes.
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