	EBSCO Databases: Searching Activity

	What is it and why use it for research?

· It is a database of reference books, magazine, periodical, and newspaper articles, images, and more.

· It is updated daily so has current information.

· The sources are reliable!  This saves time from you having to evaluate websites.

· It searches through ALL items in the database at once.  This saves time from having to visit different news websites individually.  For example, it will look through New York Times, SF Chronicle, and Newsweek (and many more) at the same time.
	Go to: http://www.mvhs.fuhsd.org/library
· On the left click on “Research Resources”

· Click on “EBSCO”
· Choose from the database(s) that looks most relevant.  
· No password is required if at school.

· For access from home or any computer connected to the internet, use the following – username: mvhs_fuhsd; password: matadors_research

	Choose Advanced Placement Source AND Science Reference Center.
	

	Go to Advanced Search.
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	Type in one keyword: ________________  Click: search
(Choose a keyword that represents the main idea of what you are researching)


	How many articles did you get? _______ 


	Let’s narrow the search using Boolean Searching:

· Go back to Advanced Search
· Choose Boolean/Phrase

· Choose Full Text

· Limit to Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) Journals   
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	Try combining 2 keywords:

________________ AND keyword: __________________


	How many articles did you get? ________

	Try using exact phrase searching:

“________________     __________________”

(The quotes tells the database to look for those words in exactly that order)


	How many articles did you get? ______ 




	Try using the wildcard *: __________________
Use this to expand your search to include all forms of a word.  

(For example, teen* would include teen, teens, teenager).
	How many articles did you get? ________

	Add additional databases to expand your search.
	

	Look for helpful articles. 
Open the record and browse the following to determine if it will be useful for your research:

· Subject Terms

· Publication date
· Skim the article or abstract.  Especially look around the keywords in bold.
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	Save for later:

· Create your own log-in to save searches

· Email it to your self
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	Instructions:

Find and save at least THREE articles about your topic.


	Article Titles:

1. _______________________________________

2 _______________________________________

3 _______________________________________



	Citation:

· EBSCO writes the citation for you.
· Choose APA style
· Copy it from the bottom of the article.
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	Searching Tips:

If your first search does not give you the results you want, TRY AGAIN!

· Change keywords. (Try synonyms.)

· Broaden or narrow your search with more or less keywords, quotes, or other limiters.
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